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Dreams Do Come True:
In Bertie County, in a small southern town 

in eastern North Carolina called Powellsville, 
there is a community leader quietly going 
about his day meeting the medical needs of a 
community he never knew until his passion 
for service outweighed the convenience of liv-
ing in the city.

A story about Dr. Steven Ferguson is not 
complete without a little history.  For the past 
22 years, Dr. Ferguson, with his wife Patricia, 
alongside him, has worked long hours to meet 
the medical needs of his eastern North Caroli-
na community. He is well known as a commu-
nity leader, tireless professional and contribu-
tor to the youth in the county.  But long before 
he relocated his family to Bertie County, he 
discovered the power of love and connection 
with family, especially with his grandmother.

For some people three’s the charm, for Dr. 
Steven Ferguson it’s the number five. He was 
the youngest child in his family of five boys. He 
decided at age five to be a doctor; through five 
schools of learning his resolve never wavered.  
According to family lore after four male chil-
dren his parents were hoping for a girl. When 
Steven was born his mom said to his grand-
mother with a smile, “You can have him”.  
With two loving parents and four older broth-
ers, Steven found a special place at his grand-
parents’ home where he could be an only child 
for a while.  “Grandma,” said Steven, “gave 
me God; Grandpa gave me the world.  It was 
a well-rounded education in their home.”  He 
enjoyed their company – perhaps that honest 
enjoyment is a predictor of the geriatric care 
that would become a large part of his life.

The lessons learned in his grandparents’ 
home were many.  Both his mother and his 
grandmother were teachers. He learned the 
value of service to the people, old and young, 
that make up your community.  He learned the 
value of persistence and his grandmother’s 
phrase that would become his motto for life: 
“Reach for the moon and even if you miss 
you’ll fall among the stars.”

Born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, Dr. 
Ferguson completed elementary school, ju-
nior high and high school with his sights set 

firmly  on medicine.  He attended Lincoln 
University, which is a bit of American history 
itself,  is the United States’ first degree-grant-
ing historically black university.  Founded as a 
private university in 1854, it has been a public 
institution since 1972.  Young Steven heard 
about Lincoln from his uncle, an orthodontist 
who encouraged Steven’s dreams and is an 
alum of Lincoln himself.  His fifth school was 
Case Western back in Ohio where he complet-
ed his medical training and where he and his 
wife Patricia had two sons, Daniel and Joshua. 

Nowadays, Dr. Ferguson rises early in 
the morning to take care of his patients in his 
nursing home facility, mindful of giving them 
the time they need. He heads over to his Fam-
ily Care Center to his practice caring for the 
health needs of all ages. 

For more than two decades, he has been 
the most utilized provider of health screenings 
for local athletes in the Tri-County catchment 
areas of Bertie, Hertford and Chowan.  As a 
community service, Dr. Ferguson provides the 
required physical exams for students partici-
pating in school sports.  He estimates he gives 
away 400 or more physicals every year.  “It’s 
a chance to give back to the community,” he 

said, “and an opportunity to talk to kids.  You 
never know what word you might say will in-
spire them and keep them on the right track.”

Ferguson’s Eastern Carolina Geriatric As-
sociates and Family Care Center is a beautiful, 
twelve-thousand square-foot medical complex 
built by him and his wife, that provides quality 
medical and preventive health care to patients.  
It wasn’t there in 1992 when the Fergusons 
moved to the county.  Dr. Ferguson was asked 
to serve as the Medical Director for a nursing 
home in December of 1993. He agreed to help 
out for one month; he never left. The vision 
for the Center grew from his dedication to the 
nursing home where almost immediately he 
realized that the patients needed an advocate 
as much as they needed medical attention.  His 
pathway to the future was assured.  

Because medical advances have greatly 
increased the quality of life for senior citizens, 
they are living longer and staying stronger.  Dr. 
Ferguson is committed to teaching about ag-
ing and especially about Alzheimer’s disease.  
He has recorded over 40 videos starring him-
self as “Mr. Dementia” to raise awareness

By Susan Everhart and 
Pamela Chamblee

From a Dreamer to a Doctor

Spotlight 
on a Pastor:
Biographical 
Sketch of 
Rev. O. D. Sykes

Rev. O. D. Sykes is the youngest of 
four children, born to the parents of 
Deacon Paul C. & Deaconess Bessie 
M. Sykes of Garysburg, NC. He has 
two brothers, one sister, nine nieces and 
nephews, three great nephews and two 
great nieces. Rev. Sykes is happily mar-
ried to Mrs. Kristy D. Sykes and they are 
parents of one daughter, Briana. He is a 
graduate of Northampton County High 
School West in Gaston, NC and Saint 
Paul’s College in Lawrenceville, VA. Rev. 
Sykes is a member of the Oak Grove Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Garysburg, 
NC where he was licensed to preach the 
gospel under the pastorate of the Rev. Jo-
seph L. Battle. He was ordained through 
the Neuse River Missionary Baptist As-
sociation. Rev. Sykes has been pastor of 
Swift Creek Missionary Baptist Church, 
Whitakers, NC since 2005 and Spring-
field Missionary Baptist Church, Little-
ton, NC since 2009.

By Kimberly Robinson

Rev. O. D. Sykes

DREAMER Continued on page 2
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in school sports. 
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By Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., 
President and CEO, NNPA

In all democracies, the right to vote is fun-
damental to the legitimacy of an elected gov-
ernment chosen by the participatory action 
and will of the people eligible to vote. For 47 
million Black Americans, the right to vote is a 
sacred responsibility without the fear of repri-
sal, retribution or repression.

It’s 2016 and this year’s national elections 
in the United States are only a few days away. 
Yet in many states early voting has already be-
gun.  Keep in mind in the last national presi-
dential race in 2012, Black Americans went 
to the polls in record numbers with over 17.8 
million casting their ballots even in face of 
voter suppression tactics mainly by Republi-
can officials in various states in the Midwest, 
Southwest and in the South.

Black America had a higher percentage 
turnout of voters than White voters across the 
nation in 2012.  The Black percentage turn-
out was 66.2 percent versus 64.1 percent for 
White voters. The election results in Novem-
ber will ultimately be determined by the per-
centage of overall voter turnout.

If the Black vote was not so strategi-
cally important and determinative today, you 
would not see the current manifestations of 
blatantly racist acts designed to suppress the 
Black vote.  Such is the case today especially 
in Indiana, North Carolina and in other states 
where Black voter turnout is key to winning 
the election.

Indiana Governor Mike Pence who is 

now aggressively campaigning to be Vice 
President of the United States of America, has     
permitted and encouraged the Indiana State 
Police to target and shut down the most suc-
cessful voter registration organization that 
has registered Blacks to vote in Indiana. The 
dastardly use of state police to intimidate and 

prevent Black people from registering to vote 
demands public outcry and challenge.  
 On October 4, 2016 Indiana State 
Police raided the headquarters of the Indiana 
Voter Registration Project, coordinated by a 
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DREAMER Continued from FRONT
with a little humor, for families about the is-
sues and solutions of aging.  Mr. Demen-
tia comes to life on his YouTube channel                                                             
www. youtube.com/user/askdrferguson.

Dr. Ferguson opened the Katheryn Eliza-
beth Chavers Adult Day Health Center, named 
after and in tribute to his late grandmother, to 
meet the daytime needs of elderly people in the 
community. You can tune in on Facebook to his 
weekly preventive health care programs Mon-
days 1:00 PM- 1:30 PM “Askdrferguson Live” 
as well as check out his love for photography 
at www.photomedoc.com. This dutiful doc-
tor has demonstrated a love for medicine and 
especially for those he has been called to serve. 
He is highly esteemed and regarded as a man 
who has gained recognition and honors yet it is 
with a servant’s heart that began at age 5, that 
he dreamed and built a rural, patient-focused 
comprehensive health care practice. •

Presents...

Visit GreaterDiversity.com

GDN Spotlights!
A monthly insert that will highlight people, 

places and events of significance in selected 
locales throughout North Carolina.

GDN Spotlights will be inserted in 
Greater Diversity News’ Broadsheet 

(standard) size newspaper.

GDN Spotlights will be distributed 
locally in churches and businesses.

Presorted standard .s. Postage Paid 

wilmington, n.c. Permit - no. 675 

50 cents

 established 1987         
        

        
        

        
         Volume XXIX, no. 33

    theme: “Prepare For the Harvest"

  August 18 - August 24, 2016

opinions & editorials

career & education

events & announcements

spirit & life 

InsIDe

classifieds

2 Health & wellness

3
4

Business news & research 

5
4
7
8

Elementary 
School 

Classmates 
Reunite 

The Average 

Black Family Would 

Need 228 Years 

to Build the Wealth 

of the Average 

White Family

Taking a 

Closer Look at 

Black Mental 
Health6

7

4

 Led by Jews of Color 

working with Jews for Racial 

& Economic Justice (JFREJ), 

hundreds of Jewish New 

Yorkers marched through the 

West Village to show their 

unwavering support for the 

Black Lives Matter movement 

and to demand that the NYC 

Council pass the “Right To 

Know Act”. The action was 

a multiracial gathering led 

by black Jewish movement 

leaders as well rabbis and 

rabbinic students, and oth-

ers. They were joined by a di-

verse crowd who shared their 

grief and outrage through 

song, prayer, and ritual. The 

action culminated in a civil 

disobedience outside the 6th 

precinct in the West Village, 

in which seven Jews of Color 

were arrested. 

 Ref lecting on his ar-

rest, along with six other 

Jews of Color, Leo Ferguson, 

Community Organizer at 

JFREJ said, “I chose to put 

my body at risk and allow 

myself to be dragged off in 

handcuffs because I wanted 

to show my Jewish commu-

nity something that we don’t 

always see plainly or under-

stand: my reality as a black, 

Jewish person is a differ-

ent, more delicate and tenu-

ous existence. Black people 

throughout this country live 

in fear of police violence; of 

mass incarceration; of hav-

ing their civil rights and hu-

man rights violated; of hav-

ing their love ones taken away 

from them. As a black per-

son, I don’t have the luxury of 

walking away from this reali-

ty, or of abandoning my black 

siblings when they need me to 

fight alongside them for jus-

tice and freedom from fear. 

Last night, in a hot jail cell, 

I reflected on how terrifying 

this would have been had I 

not had hundreds of members 

of my Jewish family in the 

streets, on the other side of 

a cinder-block wall, fighting 

and praying for my physical 

and spiritual liberation. That 

commitment to our move-

ment – to Jews of Color, and 

black people everywhere – is 

what I need from my entire 

Jewish community, not on-

ly when it is easy but when 

it is hard. I have never been 

more proud of Jews than I 

was last night – the clarity of 

our vision; our commitment 

to our own dignity as a peo-

ple, whether black, brown or 

white; the power of our empa-

thy. This is how we move for-

ward, together.”

 The powerful event was de-

scribed as the Jews4BlackLives: 

Freedom Now Tisha b’Av (a 

Jewish day of mourning) and 

was focused on mourning 

those lost to police violence, 

while also demonstrating the 

depth of our community’s 

spirit of resolve, resistance, 

and solidarity with black peo-

ple’s struggle for liberation. 

Jews of Color opened the eve-

ning with a ritual placing of 

stones on an altar, referencing 

the Jewish tradition of placing 

stones on the graves of lost 

loved ones. 

Jewish continued on page 5

Jewish Community Holds Black Lives Matter Rally

Berlin Wasn’t Just Jesse Owens’s Olympics

Why the Guns-on-Campus Debate 

Matters for Higher Education

By Steven J. Friesen, Professor, Louise Farmer Boyer Chair in 

Biblical Studies, University of Texas at Austin

 As of Aug. 1, 2016, a new law allows concealed handguns 

in college and university buildings in Texas.

 It’s already had an impact on me as professor of religious 

studies at the University of Texas at Austin. Thanks to this 

law, I set foot in a federal court building for the first time.

 And I was not alone. The courtroom was packed. Other 

citizens were there as well to support three professors who are 

suing the state’s attorney general and the University of Texas 

for the right to ban guns from their own classrooms.

 Why are these professors taking the extraordinary step 

of suing the state of Texas and their own university?

 In order to understand the situation, we need to consider 

the political tensions between the legislature and the univer-

sity, the ideological struggle over the goals of higher educa-

tion and the possible dangers of bringing more guns to cam-

puses.
 Until this year, Texas law allowed anyone with a Concealed 

Handgun License (CHL) to carry a loaded hidden gun on cam-

pus, but not inside buildings. This restriction kept down the 

number of people carrying weapons legally on campus.

Debate continued on page 5

By Dwight Brown (NNPA News Wire Film Critic)

 Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings is a Grammy-nominated 

R&B band from Brooklyn. When Jones is diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer, it rocks the band’s foundation. Her fight for 

life and harrowing journey is what’s on view in this inspiring 

documentary titled “Miss Sharon Jones!” The group’s soul 

shakes and their lead singer’s indomitable spirit blend into 

something very special, heartfelt and familial. 

 Jones’ willingness to share her feelings, fears and her 

recollections of being told she was “too short, too fat and too 

dark” to have a successful singing career is courageous. Her 

gutsy outlook on life puts viewers squarely in her corner. 

 In many ways, she is no different than others who undergo 

cancer treatments: surgery, week-upon-week of chemotherapy, 

a loss of energy, loss of hair, doubts and despair. In other ways 

her experience is so unique because of her public life and a 

support system that consists predominately of friends and 

medical/healing practitioners and not her immediate family. 

 Veteran documentarian Barbara Kopple (Oscar winner, 

“Harlan County U.S.A.” and “American Dream”) takes the 

audience behind the scenes as this ultra-cool music group with 

an old school feel goes through hell and back. Kopple’s efforts 

are aided by judicious editing (Anne Fratto, Jean Tsien) and 

illuminating cinematography (Gary Griffin, Tony Hardmon, 

Kyle Kibbe).

 For 94 heart-warming minutes Kopple’s camera is an 

invisible friend that follows Jones’ along her way. Witnessing 

the singer’s day-to-day battle is an extraordinarily humbling 

and enlightening experience. By the end of the film, you’ll 

desperately want Jones to recover, revive her career and make 

it back to center stage. Will she?

 Bring a hanky and get blessed by a beautiful spirit. “Miss 

Sharon Jones!” is pure joy. 

 According to the American Cancer Society, for all stages 

of pancreatic cancer combined the one-year relative survival 

rate is 20 percent and the five-year survival rate is six percent. 

Blacks are more likely to be diagnosed with pancreatic 

cancer than whites. •

Miss Sharon Jones!

“Too short, too fat and too dark”

By Ronda Racha Penrice, 

Urban News Service

 Gymnast Simone Biles. 

Swimmer Simone Manuel. 

Shot putter Michelle Carter. 

All three won gold medals 

at the Rio 2016 Olympics in 

sports not typically associat-

ed with black American ath-

letes. 
 Eighty years ago, a grand 

total of two black American 

women athletes, Tidye Pickett 

and Louise Stokes, both in 

track and field, traveled to 

the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, 

where Jesse Owens won four 

gold medals. Because his 

victories debunked Adolf 

Hitler’s pronouncements of 

Aryan supremacy, many be-

lieve Owens was the only 

black American Olympian 

there. 
 “He wasn’t alone,” says 

filmmaker Deborah Riley 

Draper. “There were 17 oth-

er people.” Her documenta-

ry, “Olympic Pride, American 

Prejudice,” tells the stories of 

Pickett, Stokes and the other 

black American Olympians 

with Owens.

 Nine of them also won 

medals in the Nazi capital. 

Some did so with Owens. 

Some competed against him. 

Some didn’t compete with 

him at all.  

 Ralph Metcalfe shared 

the podium for gold with 

Owens after the 4x100-me-

ter relay. Then Metcalfe won 

silver to Owens’s gold in 

the 100-meter dash. Jackie 

Robinson’s brother, Mack, 

took silver to Owens’s gold 

in the 200-meter dash. 

 In high jump, Cornelius 

“Cor ny”  Joh nson  won 

gold, while Owens’s fellow 

Ohio State Buckeye, Dave 

Albritton, snagged silver. 

Archie Williams mined gold 

and James “Jimmy” LuValle 

bronze in the 400-meter run. 

John Woodruff won gold in 

the 800-meter run. Frederick 

“Fritz” Pollard scored bronze 

in the 100-meter hurdles, and 

Jackie Wilson earned silver in 

bantamweight boxing.  

 Draper found their sto-

ries accidentally while re-

searching the life of American 

trumpeter Valaida Snow, who 

shared her tale after being in-

terned during Hitler’s rise. 

Snow’s positive comments 

about the black American 

Olympians in Berlin sparked 

Draper’s curiosity. It took the 

former advertising executive 

four years to put the puzzle 

together.  That  pu zz le  i s

chock full of stunning archi-

val footage, interviews with 

some of the Olympians’ chil-

dren, and even actual audio 

from Olympians Williams 

and LuValle. In fact, their 

words help narrator Blair 

Underwood, also an execu-

tive producer, tell the story. 

Owens continued on page 3
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 Others being afraid of 

you as you walk by. Shopping 

in a store and being followed 

by an employee. Being verbal-

ly assaulted with racist words 

or threatened. These are instances of 

“everyday discrimination” 

that are experienced by a 

broad cross-section of black 

men. According to a new 

University of Michigan study, 

black men who have had con-

tact with the criminal justice 

system are especially likely to 

report these events, including 

the more severe examples of 

everyday discrimination.
 The majority of research 

on discrimination against 

black men – both in general 

and among those who have 

had contact with the criminal 

justice system – focuses on 

what are termed “major” oc-

currences, such as being un-

fairly fired from a job, denied 

bank loans, or being stopped 

and harassed by police or se-

curity personnel. Everyday discrimina-

tion, in contrast, represents 

less overt forms of intolerance 

and unfair treatment (e.g., be-

ing treated with less respect) 

that occur during common-

place social encounters.
 “Everyday discrimina-

tion represents less serious 

forms of discrimination but 

are still common and im-

pactful on individuals,” said 

Robert Joseph Taylor, the 

Harold R. Johnson Professor 

of Social Work and the study’s 

lead author. Taylor and colleagues 

used data from the Institute 

for Social Research’s Survey 

Research Center along with 

the Program for Research on 

Black Americans. A national 

sample which included more 

than 1,200 African-American 

men answered questions 

about everyday discrimina-

tion from February 2001 to 

June 2003. The men included those 

who have never been arrested, 

those who have been arrest-

ed but not incarcerated, and 

those who had a previous his-

tory of criminal justice inter-

vention and incarceration (i.e., 

reform school, detention, jail 

or prison). Instances of every-

day discrimination included: 

being treated with less cour-

tesy, perceived as not smart, 

being perceived as dishon-

est, being insulted and being 

threatened or harassed.
 About 1 in 5 black men 

reported that people acted as 

if they were better than them 

on a daily or weekly basis. 

Roughly 10 percent report-

ed that people acted as if they 

were afraid of them, they were 

treated with less courtesy or 

they were seen as not smart 

on a daily or weekly basis.Men continued on page 7

Olympic Medalist J’den Cox 
Has Ties to the Triangle

 J’den Cox, a 21-year old junior from the University of 

Missouri-Columbia took home the Bronze Medal in the 

Olympics K86 Wrestling competition.  The great-nephew 

of Raleigh native, Mildred Robertson, J’den has been wres-

tling since he was three years old. For Robertson, the most 

poignant part of the match was when  J’den, wrapped in the 

American flag, one moment prancing around the mat cel-

ebrating his victory and the next flinging himself into the 

arms of family cheering wildly on the sidelines. 

 Robertson and her sister, J ’den’s paternal grandmoth-

er Bobbie Coleman, flipped frantically from the internet to 

MSNBC, trying to catch the action as J’den competed for the 

Gold. “I had it on the internet, but then it froze just as it was 

time for J’den’s match,” said Robertson. While Coleman was 

not able to attend, his parents, Mike and Cathy Cox along 

with a contingent of relatives including his brothers and his 

sister, travelled to Rio to witness the competition.  J’den continued on page 7

 The Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, 

Incorporated (CBCF) announced that legendary actors 

Cicely Tyson, Richard Roundtree, and music icon Dionne 

Warwick will accept awards for their lifetime achievements 

in the arts during the 20th Annual Celebration of Leadership 

in the Fine Arts. The awards ceremony, which will take 

place Sept. 14 at the Sidney Harman Hall, 610 F Street NW in 

Washington, D.C. from 8:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m., is organized 

in cooperation with the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) 

Spouses Visual and Performance Arts Scholarship program. 

This event will mark the start of the CBCF’s 46th Annual 

Legislative Conference (ALC), one of the nation’s leading 

public policy conferences.

CBCF continued on page 7

CBCF to Honor Cicely Tyson, 
Richard Roundtree and 

Dionne Warwick With Lifetime 
Achievement Awards

By Steve Wyche,NFL Media reporter SANTA CLARA, Calif. 

– San Francisco 49ers quar-

terback Colin Kaepernick 

has willingly immersed him-

self into controversy by re-

fusing to stand for the play-

ing of the national anthem in 

protest of what he deems are 

wrongdoings against African 

Americans and minorities in 

the United States. His latest refusal to stand 

for the anthem – he has done 

this in at least one other pre-

season game – came before 

the 49ers’ preseason loss to 

Green Bay at Levi’s Stadium 

on Friday night. “I am not going to stand 

up to show pride in a flag for 

a country that oppresses black 

people and people of color,” 

Kaepernick told NFL Media 

in an exclusive interview after 

the game. “To me, this is big-

ger than football and it would 

be selfish on my part to look 

the other way. There are bod-

ies in the street and people 

getting paid leave and getting 

away with murder.”
 The 49ers issued a state-

ment about Kaepernick’s de-

cision: “The national anthem 

is and always will be a spe-

cial part of the pre-game cer-

emony. It is an opportunity to 

honor our country and reflect 

on the great liberties we are 

afforded as its citizens. In re-

specting such American prin-

ciples as freedom of religion 

and freedom of expression, 

we recognize the right of an 

individual to choose and par-

ticipate, or not, in our celebra-

tion of the national anthem.”
 Niners coach Chip Kelly 

told reporters Saturday that 

Kaepernick’s decision not to 

stand during the national an-

them is “his right as a citizen” 

and said “it’s not my right to 

tell him not to do something.”

 The NFL also released a 

statement, obtained by NFL 

Media Insider Ian Rapoport: 

“Players are encouraged but 

not required to stand during 

the playing of the national an-

them.” By taking a stand for civil 

rights, Kaepernick, 28, joins 

other athletes, like the NBA’s 

Dwyane Wade, Chris Paul, 

LeBron James and Carmelo 

Anthony and several WNBA 

players in using their platform 

and status to raise awareness 

to issues affecting minorities 

in the U.S. However, refusal to sup-

port the American flag as a 

means to take a stand has 

brought incredible back-

lash before and likely will 

in this instance. The NBA’s 

Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf of 

the Denver Nuggets, former-

ly Chris Jackson before con-

verting to Islam, refused to 

acknowledge the flag in pro-

test, citing similar reasons as 

Kaepernick and saying that 

it conflicted with some of his 

Islamic beliefs. Abdul-Rauf drew the ire 

of fans and was briefly sus-

pended by the NBA before a 

compromise was worked out 

between the league and play-

er, who eventually stood with 

his teammates and coaches at 

the playing of the national an-

them. Kaepernick said that he 

is aware of what he is doing 

and that he knows it will not 

sit well with a lot of people, 

including the 49ers. He said 

that he did not inform the club 

or anyone affiliated with the 

team of his intentions to pro-
test the national anthem.

 “This is not something 

that I am going to run by 

anybody,” he said. “I am not 

looking for approval. I have 

to stand up for people that are 

oppressed. ... If they take foot-
ball away, my endorsements 

from me, I know that I stood 

up for what is right.”
 Kaepernick said that 

he has thought about going 

public with his feelings for 

a while but that “I felt that I 

needed to understand the sit-
uation better.”
Anthem continued on page 5

“I am not looking for approval. I have to stand up for people 

that are oppressed. ... If they take football away, my endorse-

ments from me, I know that I stood up for what is right.”

Everyday discrimination represents less 

serious forms of discrimination but are 

still common and impactful on individuals

Kaepernick Explains Why He 
Sat During National Anthem

Some Black Men Face Discrimination Weekly
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Bridging the World 
Language Divide:  
Morgan State University Philosopher 
Publishes New Groundbreaking  
Multilingual Glossary
Nationwide (BlackNews.com)

A Polyglot Pocket Dictionary of Lingála, 
English, French and Italian by Dr. Zekeh S. 
Gbotokuma is a glossary that allows readers 
to appreciate positive diversity and intercul-
turalism through multilingualism. Building 
on, and referring to, the author’s experiences 
of studying and living in Africa, Europe, and 
the USA as a series of transits, transitions, and 
translations, it urges the readers to enhance 
their global competency and brain power.

It also challenges them to seek ‘Cosmoc-
itizenship’ or global citizenship through a Ba-
bel-like experience, that is, the study of world 
languages and cultures. To this end, it shares 
enlightening reflections on the numerous ben-
efits of multilingualism, and allows the read-
ers to develop basic language skills in Lingála, 
English, French, and Italian. As such, in addi-
tion to the glossary, this work also contains key 
facts about the languages at hand, as well as 
useful phrases, weekdays, numbers, and ele-
ments of grammar.

In the Dictionary’s Preface, Dr. Eyamba G. 
Bokamba, a Professor of Linguistics, African 
Languages, French and Italian at the Universi-
ty of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, praises the 
work as follows, “As any book author knows, 

production of a publication of this magnitude 
demands considerable time, planning and me-
ticulous attention to details. Guided by his own 
experience, Dr. Gbotokuma has produced 
here an accessible and highly informative 
pocket dictionary that is thoughtfully struc-
tured to optimize the learner’s benefits. Unlike 
similar reference tools that are published un-
der various topical titles (e. g., “compact”, and 
“concise” dictionary), the glossary in this one 
is preceded by a rich introduction, containing 
a summary of the language’s grammar, greet-
ings (which are must and the starting point 
of any communication in Lingála and other 
African languages), and many other practi-
cal expressions, including forms of address, 
requests, days of the week, numbers, etc. As 
such, it can be used as a quick reference in a 
formal class or self-instruction on Lingála.”

He continues, “In fact, it fills a major gap 
in Lingála references tools for new teachers of 
Lingála who may not have access to any com-
parable or comprehensive bilingual dictionary 
combining it with any of the targeted three lan-
guages here. I wish I had this type of resource 
during my days as a Graduate Teaching Assis-
tant at my alma mater, or when I assumed the 
directorship of the Program in African Lan-
guages at my present university that contained 
a large program on Lingála.”

In todays competitive, globalized, and 
spider’s web-like village, it pays to be inter-
nationally and culturally competent. It pays 
to “speak in tongues.” Don’t limit yourself to 
one language because, “The limits of your lan-
guage are the limits of your world.” (Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus)

About the Book 
A Polyglot Pocket Dictionary of Lingála, Eng-
lish, French, and Italian
By Zekeh S. Gbotokuma, Ph.D. 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, UK: Cambridge Schol-
ars Publishing, 2016. Date of Publication: 
01/11/2016 (November 1, 2016)
 Pages / Size: 230 / A5
ISBN (10): 1-4438-9938-0 
ISBN (13): 978-4438-9938-3 Hard Cover 
Available at www.cambridgescholars.com/a-
polyglot-pocket-dictionary-of-ling%C3%A 
1la-english-french-and-italian

 About Dr. Zekeh S. Gbotokuma
Dr. Zekeh S. Gbotokuma is a polyglot and 

a US citizen of Congolese descent who refers to 
himself as a cosmocitizen. After twelve years of 
education and work in Europe, he is currently 
an Associate Professor of Philosophy at Mor-
gan State University in Baltimore, Maryland, 
USA, and the founding President of Polyglots 
in Action for Diversity, Inc. He is the former 
Director of the Center for Global Studies at 
Morgan State University. His “extraordinary 
commitment to global learning and interna-
tional understanding” made him the recipient 
of the prestigious Dr. Sandye Jean McIntyre, 
II International Award 2008. His publica-
tions include Global Safari (2015), OBAM-
ÆNON (2011), A Pan-African Encyclope-
dia (2003), and Dizionario Italiano-Lingala/ 
Lingala-Italiano (1990). •

Book cover and author, Dr. Zekeh S. Gbotokuma

For 28 years GDN has made change 
happen with the help of our sponsors 

and advertisers

Rev. O. D. Sykes’ other affiliations:
• General Baptist  State Convention of 

North Carolina serving as:   3rd Vice  
President

• Member of the General Board
• Member of the Executive Committee
• Women’s Baptist Home & Foreign Mis-

sionary Convention Auxiliary of GBSC                           
• Neuse River Missionary Baptist Associa-

tion serving as:  2nd Vice Moderator

• Executive Board Member
• Examination/Catechism Board Member
• Reedy Creek Missionary Baptist Association 

serving as:  1st Vice Moderator
• Examination/Catechism Board Member
• Former Director of the Educational Institute
• Tar River Ministers, Deacons, and Laymen’s  

Union
• Roanoke River Ministers, Deacons, and 

Laymen’s Union
• Member of NAACP
• Member of Concerned Citizens of Tillery
• Member of Halifax County Sheriff’s  

Advisory Counsel
• CCPT Prevention Work Group
• Member of the Halifax County Black Caucus
• Central Children’s Home of Oxford, NC 

serving as:  Board Member

Rev. Sykes favorite scripture is II Corin-
thians 5:1 “For we know if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.” (KJV) •

SYKES Continued from FRONT

“For we know if our earthly 
house of  this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.”II Corinthians 
5:1  (KJV)

C.O.D.D.E
Coalition of Organizations Dedicated to Diversity & Empowerment

“Bridging the Gap”

Purpose:  To build a relationship with organizations that will facilitate economic empowerment 
and success in our communities and businesses at large. 

Goal:  To inform and encourage readers about organizations that provide economic, social and 
empowerment opportunities throughout communities. 

Let’s face it; we all know that there is strength in unity.  That is why Greater Diversity News is launching 
this initiative to build partnerships and relationships with organizations to promote their efforts and in turn 
ask them to do the same for us.  

Benefits of C.O.D.D.E.:
• Promote and market the efforts of your organization on GreaterDiversity.com by providing a website 

section dedicated your organization’s history, mission, press releases, events and news.
• Your members will have free access to all of GDN’s benefits and features. 
• Publish press releases and events in GDN’s print edition Greater Diversity News. 
• Link exchange program, linking special events and announcements on GreaterDiversity.com to your site.
• Publish your organizations latests posts in GDN eNews emailed directly to our online subscribers in 

the Greater Diversity Network. 

What Organizations Can Provide:
• Send a memo or notice to their members informing them of our partnership
• Ask members to subscribe online to get the FREE digital edition of Greater Diversity News delivered 

weekly by email or subscribe for a low cost to have our newspaper mailed directly to them.
• Advertise bid and employment opportunities in GDN print and online for one flat rate.

Join the CODDE Initiative! 
Contact Kathy Grear at kgrear@greaterdiversity.com or call 1-800-462-0738.

.

C.O.D.D.E
Coalition of Organizations Dedicated to Diversity & Empowerment

“Bridging the Gap”

Purpose:  To build a relationship with organizations that will facilitate economic empowerment 
and success in our communities and businesses at large. 

Goal:  To inform and encourage readers about organizations that provide economic, social and 
empowerment opportunities throughout communities. 

Let’s face it; we all know that there is strength in unity.  That is why Greater Diversity News is launching 
this initiative to build partnerships and relationships with organizations to promote their efforts and in turn 
ask them to do the same for us.  

Benefits of C.O.D.D.E.:
• Promote and market the efforts of your organization on GreaterDiversity.com by providing a website 

section dedicated your organization’s history, mission, press releases, events and news.
• Your members will have free access to all of GDN’s benefits and features. 
• Publish press releases and events in GDN’s print edition Greater Diversity News. 
• Link exchange program, linking special events and announcements on GreaterDiversity.com to your site.
• Publish your organizations latests posts in GDN eNews emailed directly to our online subscribers in 

the Greater Diversity Network. 

What Organizations Can Provide:
• Send a memo or notice to their members informing them of our partnership
• Ask members to subscribe online to get the FREE digital edition of Greater Diversity News delivered 

weekly by email or subscribe for a low cost to have our newspaper mailed directly to them.
• Advertise bid and employment opportunities in GDN print and online for one flat rate.

Join the CODDE Initiative! 
Contact Kathy Grear at kgrear@greaterdiversity.com or call 1-800-462-0738.

.



Page 4 www.greaterdiversitynews.com November 2016
SPOTLIGHT

Halifax County 
Pastor’s Contact List

Rev. O. D. Sykes, Pastor of 
Springfield MBC, Littleton, 
NC; P O Box 484
Weldon, NC  27890
Distribution Point
Rev. W. M. Greene, Pastor of 
Saint Peter MBC, Weldon
1847 Cornwallis Rd.
Garysburg, NC  27831 
Distribution Point
Rev. Robert G. Hedgepeth, 
Pastor of Pine Chapel MBC, 
Hollister, NC
600 Chimney Hill Way
Rocky Mount, NC  27804
Rev. Gregory L. Evans, 
Pastor Crowell of MBC, 
Halifax, NC; 
1323 Ryegate Dr., 
Pleasant Gardens, NC  27313
Distribution Point
Rev. Robert C. Farmer, 
Pastor Smith Chapel of MBC, 
Enfield, NC
P O Box 132
Tarboro, NC  27886
Rev. E. Ray Bynum, Pastor of 
White Oak MBC, Enfield
P O Box 882
Rocky Mount, NC  27802
Rev. Joseph L. Battle, Pastor 
of Quankey MBC
129 Carmichael Circle 
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Rev. Timothy Edwards, 
Pastor of Roanoke Chapel 
MBC, Littleton, NC
214 Lee Lane Road
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Distribution Point
Rev. Elbert E. Lee, Pastor of 
London MBC
616 Wilson Street
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Rev. Robert L. Faulcon, 
Pastor of South Street MBC, 
Littleton, NC
1194 Summit Road
Littleton, NC  27850
Rev. Jack Reese, Mount 
Olive MBC, Littleton, NC
154 Azalea Road
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Rev. Albert E. Clark, Pastor of 
Smith Chapel MBC
P O Box 740
Halifax, NC  27839
Distribution Point
Rev. G. E. Battle, Sr., Pastor 
of Walnut Grove MBC, 
Roanoke Rapids, NC
2229 Roper Springs Road
Littleton, NC  27850
Rev. John Barham, Pastor of 
Allen Grove MBC, Halifax
P O Box 254
Weldon, NC  27890
Rev. Danny Jones, Sr., 
Twilight MBC, Halifax
2945 Thelma Road
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Rev. Jimmie Lowe, Mount 
Calvary MBC, Enfield
83 Jaguar Lane
Scotland Neck, NC  27874 
Rev. Alvin B. Harmon, Pastor 
of First MBC, Enfield
1008 Wythe Way
Rocky Mount, NC  27804

Rev. Danny F. Ellis, Pastor of 
Saint Paul MBC, Enfield, NC
3514 Whetstone Place
Wilson, NC  27896
Distribution Point

Rev. Michael E. Simmons, 
Pastor of First MBC, 
Roanoke Rapids, NC
120 Pinewood Ave
Rocky Mount, NC  27804

Rev. Q. L. Burrell, Jr., Pastor 
of First MBC, Weldon, NC
1716 Maple Creek Drive
Rocky Mount, NC  27803 
Distribution Point
Rev. Nelson M. Johnson, 
Pastor of First MBC
P O Box 214
Halifax, NC  27839
Distribution Point
Rev. C. E. McCollum, Pastor 
of Oak Grove MBC, Littleton, 
NC & Piney Grove MBC, 
Halifax, NC 
6472 Hwy 158
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Rev. Louis E. Yarborough, 
Pastor of Carters Chapel 
MBC, Roanoke Rapids, NC
115 Cornerstone Drive
Franklinton, NC  27525
Rev. Willie F. Peterson, 
Pastor of Greater Saints 
Chapel MBC
636 Drapers Road
Enfield, NC  27823
Rev. Anthony Flowers, Pastor 
of Tillery Chapel, MBC, Tillery
P O Box 428
Pinetops, NC  27864
Rev. Felix O. Petteway, 
Pastor of Ivory Hill MBC, 
Enfield, NC
P O Box 1113
Nashville, NC  26856
Rev. Richard L. Battle
5089 Hwy 158
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Rev. Kelly R. Andrews
P O Box 171
Enfield, NC  27823
Rev. Tony M. Flood, Sr. 
118 Lee Lane Road
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Distribution Point
Rev. Milton R. Solomon, Jr.
P O Box 1365
Littleton, NC  27850
Rev. Milton Jones
12607 Hwy 903
Halifax, NC  27839
Rev. Franklin D. Williams, Jr. 
1 Stuart Circle
Weldon, NC  27870
Rev. M. Bryan Pierce
215 Cottonwood Road
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Distribution Point

Northampton 
County and Vicinity 
Missionary Baptist 

Association
Antioch Baptist Church
4110 Bryantown Rd.
Jackson, NC 27845
(252) 534-1119
Boone’s Chapel Baptist 
Church, 481 Barrows Mill 
Rd., Jackson, NC 27845
(252) 534-1005
Distribution Point

Branches Chapel Missionary 
Baptist Church, Inc., 610 
Chapel Hill Church Rd., 
Rich Square
Cedar Grove Missionary 
Baptist, 1408 River Rd.
Henrico, NC 27842
(252) 537-8216

Chapel Grove Baptist
307 E. Railroad St.
Garysburg, NC 27831
(252) 536-3747 
Distribution Point

Cool Spring Missionary 
Baptist Church
Hwy 46 120 Cherry St
Gaston, NC 27832
(252) 537-0068
Distribution Point

Cumbo Chapel Baptist 
Church, 1732 Bolton Rd.
Rich Square, NC
(252) 539-2673
Distribution Point

Faithful Band Baptist 
Church, 1233 Pleasant Hill
P.O. Box 54
Pleasant Hill, NC 27866
(252) 536-3224
First Baptist Church Rich 
Square, 405 E. Jackson St.
Rich Square, NC 27869
(252) 539-2119
Hill’s Chapel Missionary 
Baptist Church, 2665 US 
158 Hwy, Jackson, NC 
(252) 536-0431
Jerusalem Missionary 
Baptist Church, 205 Myrtle 
St., Woodland, NC 27897
(252) 587-5471
Mt. Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church, 602 Atherton St., 
Jackson, NC 27845; 
(252) 534-1920
Distribution Point

Nebo Baptist Church
10555 US Hwy 258
Murfreesboro, NC 27855
(252) 398-5666
Patillo Chapel Missionary 
Baptist Church, 3119 River 
Rd., Henrico, NC 27842
(252) 537-4460
Distribution Point

P.O.tecasi Second Baptist 
Church, 606 Griffintown Rd., 
Woodland, NC 27897
Roanoke Chapel Baptist  
Church, 488 Occoneechee 
Neck North Rd., Jackson, 
NC; (252) 583-1841
Distribution Point

Roanoke Salem Missionary 
Baptist Church
2757 Cornwallace Rd.
Garysburg, NC 27831
(252) 536-4656
Saint John Missionary Baptist
987 St. John Church Rd.
Garysburg, NC 27831
(252) 536-3514
Zion Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1660 Bynum Rd.
Seaboard, NC 27876
Zoar Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1250 Deberry Mill Rd.
Pendleton, NC 27862
(252) 585-0818  
Distribution Point

West Roanoke 
Missionary Baptist 
Association, Inc.

Ashland Missionary Baptist
901 NC Hwy 45 N.
P. O. Box 128
Merry Hill, NC 27957
(252) 356-4391
Rev. Willie J. Best
2458 Jay Circle

Greenville, NC  27858
Aulander First M. Baptist
P.O. Box 156
835 South Commerce St.
Aulander, NC  27805
(252) 345-0523
Rev. Ronald Taylor
114 Carolina Street
Aulander, NC  27805
(252) 287-6468
Beacon Light M. Baptist 
Church
P.O. Box 822
Windsor, NC  27983  
Rev. George Futrell
1854 Benthall Bridge Road
Woodland, NC  27897
(252) 587-2901
Beautiful Zion M. Baptist
P.O. Box 61
3446 Governors Road
Kelford, NC 27847
(252) 348-3164
Rev. Darryl Edwards
615 Weston Arch
Chesapeake, VA 23325
(252) 589-6551
Calvary M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 339 
Ahoskie, NC  27910
(252) 332-3775
Rev. Jerryl Moody
Gaston, NC 27832
(252) 536-3304
 
Canaan M. Baptist Church
P. O. Box 206
Ahoskie, NC  27910
Rev. Franklin D. Williams
One Stuart Circle
Weldon, NC  27890
(252) 583-1814
Cedar Landing M. Baptist
P.O. Box 805
146 Cedar Landing Road
Windsor, NC  27983 
(252) 794-2248
Rev. Shelton E. Barnes
108 Mt. Olive Road
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 348-3286
Charity Missionary Baptist
107 Williams Lane
Ahoskie, NC  27910
(252) 370-2828
Rev. Edgar P. Williams, Jr.
107 Williams Lane
Ahoskie, NC 27910
(252) 332-2091
Conoconary M. Baptist
1425 Hexlena Road
Aulander, NC  27805
(252) 345-2175
Rev. W. Rob Lewis, II
114 Deerwoods Road
Ahoskie, NC  27910
(252) 332-5997
Elm Grove M. Baptist
P.O. Box 951
Ahoskie, NC  27910 
First M. Baptist Church
1831 NC Hwy.42
P.O. Box 421
Colerain, NC  27924
(252) 356-4277 
First M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 145
408 E. Church Street
Kelford, NC  27847
(252) 344-2610
Pastor Elect Whitehurst 
First M. Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 396
230 US Hwy 158 Business
Murfreesboro, NC  27855
(252) 398-4775
Rev. Robert Richardson
118 Logan Road
Ahoskie, NC  27910

398-8030
First M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 433
P.O.wellsville, NC  27967
332-8330
Rev. Akeem Walker
242 Locust Street
Suffolk, VA  23434

First M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 117
515 S. Main Street
Winton, NC  27986
358-3185
Rev. Roosevelt Whitehead 
307 Frances Place
Kinston, NC  28501
(252) 268-1229

Indian Woods M. Baptist
2330 Indian Woods Road
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 794-9173

Jordan Grove M. Baptist
103 South Hill Street
P.O. Box 532
Winton, NC  27986
(252) 358-0338
Rev. Dr. James Shearn
713 Benthall Bridge Road
Murfreesboro, NC  27855
(252) 398-3945

Luella M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 791
212 Connaritsa Road
Lewiston, NC  27849
(252) 348-2525
Rev. Dr. Vernon Lassiter
2842 US Hwy. 13 N
Ahoskie, NC  27910
332-5523

Menola First M. Baptist
P.O. Box 554
1740 Benthall Bridge Rd
Woodland, NC  27897 
(252) 587-8331
Rev. Johnnie Speller
112 Hillcrest Drive
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 794-3274

Mill Branch M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 222
Aulander, NC  27805
(252) 345-0088
Rev. Ronald Dolberry
P.O. Box 29
Hamilton, NC  27840
(252) 798-1625

Mill Neck M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 68
123 Mill Neck Road
Como, NC  27813
(252) 398-5897
Rev. Melvin Wilson
937 US 13 South
Ahoskie, NC 27910
(252) 370-3677 (C)

Mt. Ararat M. Baptist Church
305 Cowtrack Road
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 348-2844
Rev. James Collins
1710 River Road
Elizabeth City, NC  27909

Mt. Herman M. Baptist Church
2444 NC Hwy. 305
Aulander, NC  27805
(252) 794-3508
Rev. Alma Lucas
314 School Road
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 794-4812

Mt. Moriah M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 182
Ahoskie, NC  27910
358-1282
Rev. Henry Jordan
021 Cooper Road
Sunbury, NC 27979
(252) 465-8161

Mount Olive M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 214
Lewiston, NC  27849 
(252) 348-2644
Rev. Alma Lucas, Interim

Mt. Pleasant M. Baptist
P.O. Box 115
2335 NC Hwy. 45S
Harrellsville, NC  27942
Dr. Roosevelt Askew
P.O. Box 733
(704 Main Street)
Winton, NC  27986
(252) 399-3193

Mt. Sinai M. Baptist Church
346 Boone Bridge Road
Como, NC 27818
(252) 398-5601
Rev. Elliot Hill
9459 Central Hill Road
Windsor, VA  23487
(757) 357-0287

New Ahoskie M. Baptist
P.O. Box 371
Ahoskie, NC  27910
Rev. C. David Stackhouse
222 Malibu Drive
Ahoskie, NC  27910

New Beginnings Baptist
P.O. Box 643
Murfreesboro, NC  27855
(252) 398-4545
Rev. Shirley Johnson
238 Benthall Bridge Road
Murfreesboro, NC  27855

New Bethany M. Baptist
P.O. Box 382
Harrellsville, NC  27942
(252) 332-3947
Rev. William C. Clark
102 Magnolia Road
Ahoskie, NC  27910

New Harrellsville M. Baptist 
P.O. Box 344
Harrellsville, NC  27942
Rev. Michael Hardy
203 E. Rogers Street
Ahoskie, NC  27910
(252) 332-6429

New Haven M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 462
Murfreesboro, NC  27855
(252) 398-5989
Rev. Lloyd Gatlin
P.O. Box 901
Aulander, NC  27805 

New Holley Grove M. 
Baptist Church
334 Glovers Cross Road
Colerain, NC  27924
(252) 356-4544
Rev. Alton Bazemore
401 S. Church St.
Ahoskie, NC 27910

Newsome Grove M. Baptist
317 Newsome Grove Rd.
Ahoskie, NC  27910
(252) 332-2358

Rev. Richard Smallwood
2141 Osbourne Road
Williamston, NC  27892
(252) 792-5297

Oxley Hill M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1094
Edenton, NC  27957
(252) 482-8277
Rev. Vonner Horton
202 Mexico Road
Edenton, NC   27932
(252) 482-5507

Parker’s Grove M. Baptist
P.O. Box 653
Murfreesboro, NC  27855
(252) 398-4930

Rev. Fernando Temple
8258 Buffin Road
Richmond, Va  23231
(804) 795-1965
Peterson Chapel M. Baptist
P.O. Box 234
514 Avoca Farm Road
Merry Hill, NC  27957 
(252) 482-8394
Rev. Percell Whitaker
675 E. Main Street
Winterville, NC 28590
Peterson Grove M. Baptist
332 Morning Road
Windsor, NC   27983
(252) 794-1596
Rev. Zachariah Wilson
736 Woodard Road
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 794-4920
Philippi M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 5
Cofield, NC  27922
(252) 358-6001
Piney Wood Chapel M. 
Baptist Church
P.O. Box 235
Wellsville, NC  27967
(252) 332-5039
Rev. Dr. Gregory K. Ellis
2426 Lillington Court
Winterville, NC  28590
Pleasant Oak M. Baptist
P.O. Box 788
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 794-1620
Rev. Linward James     
3101 Piney Wood Road
Jamesville, NC  27846
(252) 523-5613
Pleasant Plain M. Baptist
801 US Hwy. 13 South
Ahoskie, NC  27910
(252) 332-3555
Rev. William Robert Ashe
748 Quebec Road
Harrellsville, NC  27942
(252) 356-2833
Sandy Branch Baptist Church
P.O. Box 148
Roxobel, NC  27872
(252) 344-7571
Rev. Lycurgus Harrell
P.O. Box 254
Gatesville, NC  27938
(252) 357-1052
Sandy M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 646, Windsor, NC  
27983; (252) 794-4864
Rev. Sammy Fields
219 Louis Spivey Road
Belvidere, NC 27919
Second Baptist Union Church
P.O. Box 1085, Ahoskie, NC  
27910; (252) 332-8601
Rev. Bryan Pierce
215 Cotton Wood Road
Roanoke Rapids, NC  27870
Spring Hill M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 851,Lewiston-
Woodville, NC  27849
(252) 348-2620
Rev. Michael Hardy
203 E. Rogers Street
Ahoskie, NC  27910
(252) 332-6429
St. Elmo M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 68, Windsor, NC  
27983; (252) 794-4783
Rev. David L. Rascoe
8 Hewetson Court
Timonium, MD  21093 
(410) 683-1785
St. Francis M. Baptist Church
439 St. Francis Road
Windsor, NC  27983

(252) 794-3831
Rev. Dennis Cherry
1840 Springfield Road
Rocky Mount, NC  27801

St. John 2nd Baptist Church
948 NC Hwy. 561
Aulander, NC  27805
(252) 332-6900
Rev. Roy E. Sharpe, Sr.
914 N. Rhue Street
Ahoskie, NC  27910

St. Luke M. Baptist Church
102 St. Luke Church Road
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 794-4775

St. Mark M. Baptist Church
937 Elm Grove Road
Colerain, NC  27924
(252) 356-1370
Rev. Paul Moore
421 Saluda Hall Road
Ahoskie, NC  27910

St. Matthew M. Baptist Church
852 US Hwy. 13 North
Windsor, NC  27983 
794-4839
Rev. Charlie Carter
P.O. Box 247
Cofield, NC  27922

St. Paul M. Baptist Church
1352 Woodard Road
P.O. Box 532
Windsor, NC  27983
(252) 794-6186
Rev. Dr. James Wrighton
106 Greenhall Road
Edenton, NC  27932

Weeping Mary M. Baptist 
Church
P.O. Box 914
Lewiston, NC  27849
348-2152
Rev. Johnnie Cofield
P.O. Box 121
Como, NC  27818

Woodville Plain M. Baptist 
Church
P.O. Box 187
Lewiston, NC  27849
348-2747
Rev. Robert B. Walton
105 Greenway Street
Greenville, NC  27834

Wynns Grove M. Baptist 
Church
221 Wynns Grove Church 
Road
Colerain, NC  27924
356-2371
Rev. Thomas E. Lee
2931 Wakelon Road
Colerain, NC  27924

Zion Bethlehem M. Baptist 
Church
403 Ghent Street
P.O. Box 831
Windsor, NC  27983
794-2969
Rev. Barry K. Berryhill
3139 Cleere Court
Greenville, NC  27858

Zion Grove M. Baptist 
Church
P.O. Box 611
Ahoskie, NC  27910
345-4531
Rev. James Mercer
P.O. Box 533
Fountain, NC  27829

Houses of WorsHip

WORSHIP Continued on page 8



November 2016 www.greaterdiversitynews.com Page 5
SPOTLIGHT

TV Production Company is  
Looking for African-American 
Designers/ Contractors

BSTV Entertainment is a four time Emmy nominated develop-
ment and production company specializing in talent driven lifestyle 
programming. The company has launched over 20 TV series for a 
wide variety of lifestyle networks. Their staff has 15+ years of creative 
production services and are now looking to launch a new hit TV series.
BSTV Entertainment is looking to cast African-American contractors/
designers to host their own TV show. They are looking for the most tal-
ented construction companies in the USA that have a passion for reno-
vating residential or restaurant spaces. Additionally, they are looking 
for family-owned contracting businesses who can do it all from con-
struction to real estate and interior design. The bigger the projects and 
families, the bigger the imprint.This is a great opportunity for a con-
tracting business to have full exposure by showcasing their projects 

on a national platform. Those interested in auditioning should contact 
casting@bstventertainment.com with their information.For more de-
tails about BSTV Entertainment, visit www.bstventertainment.com .  •

Nationwide (BlackNews.com)

“But God” is not just a phrase or song title, 
but a motto that inspires Deacon Samuel Rob-
erson, Jr. to keep moving. After becoming a 
double amputee in 2010, many people would 
have limited their life style to the available as-
sistance of others. Instead, Samuel has asked 
God to help him become as independent as 
possible. God did just that. He can prepare his 
own food, do his laundry and drives himself 
wherever he goes. He faithfully attends his 
local church, holding the position of deacon, 
Sunday School Superintendent, trustee board 
president and is probably the strongest sup-
porter of his church’s youth department. He 
also attends and participates in various district 
and state conferences each year such as the 
Greater North Carolina Mission to Men Con-
ference. If you ask him what keeps him going, 
without hesitation he says, “But God! Nobody 
but God”.

He has become known as the Mobility 
Man because he is always on the go. He proud-
ly wears his Vietnam Veteran cap, which gets 
him many greetings and words of appreciation 
for his service. But what really gets people at-
tention is seeing him get in and out of his van.  
 It is not a wheel chair accessible van, so while 
he has a lift to get his wheel chair into the van, 
he must pull himself up into the drivers seat. 
Some people catch themselves staring for a 
while before asking if they can help. He gra-
ciously declines and continues with what just 
seems like little effort to get in or out of his van.

Because his spirit of independence is such 
an inspiration, his life of mobility has become 
a ministry within itself. He visits the sick and 
provides transportation to church.  Once a 
week, he conducts a bible class at the very 
nursing home he was put in after being sick 
to the point of death. “It’s an inspiration to the 
patients as well as myself that I spent months 
here but now I am out and able to come back 
to visit.”  

In 2010, Samuel Roberson Jr. spent five 
months in ICU, Duke Medical Center, and then 
hospice. He often testifies about how he has 
gone back to see doctors who were surprised 
that he is still alive. And then he adds, “But 
God”, which is the title of one of his favorite 
songs.  He went from a line in the song: “When 
the doctor said any day, but God”, to a nursing 
home that he came to debilitated. Through his 
faith in God, the prayers of his pastor, church, 
and other love ones, he regained his strength. 
He became an inspiration to the other patients 
as well as staff and visitors. After his release, 
he would often return for visits, always check-
ing in on the patient who was currently in the 
room that was his for several months. “We 
noticed that every few months, the person that 
was in that room was better and had been re-
leased. I told them that the room was blessed 
because of what God had done for me in that 

room. One time they wanted to turn it into a 
storage room but I encouraged them not to be-
cause I told them that the room is blessed.

“People may get tired of hearing what I 
have to say but I’ve got to tell it. God’s been 
too good to me. I can’t wait on people. I am not 
handicapped. I am handi-capable. With the 
strength of God, I can do!”

Samuel served 22 years in the United 
States Army and also retired from the City of 
Fayetteville, NC as a repair parts specialist.

He has been a member of C.D. McNeill 
Memorial Church of God in Christ where Dr. 
Thomas C. Leak is currently the pastor for over 
24 years.

He is married. He has two sons, one daugh-
ter, six grandchildren and several “adopted” 
children and grandchildren.

“I can do all things through Christ that 
strengthens me. That’s how I stay mobile.” •

Faith Communities Mobilize 
to Protect Vulnerable 

Voters on Election Day

By Darrylean Johnson

(WASHINGTON, D.C.)— Longtime 
Christian social justice movement, Sojourn-
ers is leveraging its network of people, part-
ner churches and social justice organizations 
to witness and confront voter intimidation 
on Election Day.  Volunteers will help main-
tain a peaceful voting experience, especially 
for vulnerable voters who are being targeted. 
Many volunteers will be well-versed in non-
violence training; which could be very im-
portant if the political polarization in this 
country continues to spiral downwards.

Recent unsubstantiated claims of a 
“rigged” election or the need to watch for 
fraudulent activity at the polls is stirring 
vigilantes – some have been quoted in the 
media discussing racial profiling and even 
violence.  See Boston Globe coverage.

“Deliberately suppressing voting rights 
is the most effective technique for those seek-
ing to obstruct the changes brought about by 
the new demographics in this country,” Jim 

Wallis, founder and president of Sojourners, 
said.  “That is a fundamental moral issue, a 
democracy issue, not just a partisan one.”

The Sojourners led “Matthew 25: Wit-
ness the Vote” campaign asks participating 
organizations to be a faithful presence at the 
polls by providing food, water, chairs, sup-
port and a watchful eye if necessary.  Volun-
teers will be prepared to report any suspi-
cious activity and offer their phones should 
anyone need to consult with attorneys re-
garding activity at the polls.

“Every vote is crucial in this elec-
tion,” Lisa Sharon Harper, chief church 
engagement officer at Sojourners said.   
“We want to safeguard the right to vote– a 
right many people have died for.”

In swing states like North Carolina, 
Ohio, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
Florida, and Michigan, where voter suppres-

ELECTION Continued on page 6

Mobility Man: 
A Man on the Move

Mr. Samuel Roberson, Jr.
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THEME: PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
ACROSS
1. Wisdom tooth, e.g.
6. Slovenly abode
9. ____ row
13. “Leave me ____!”
14. Lamb’s momma
15. Chew out
16. Stirs up
17. *Reagan, to friends
18. Extend subscription
19. *Electoral entity
21. *Election day
23. Right-angle building extension
24. Cat-headed Egyptian goddess
25. British broadcaster
28. Plural of locus
30. Farmer’s turf, pl.
35. Pale or bitter beverages
37. 1960s boots
39. “No way, ____ ____!”
40. Under the weather
41. #6 Across dwellers
43. Actress Moore
44. Arctic people
46. On the surface
47. Julia Roberts as ____   
      Brockovich
48. Clear and bright
50. Snorkeling site
52. *____ Whitman, co-chair of 
       John McCain’s 2008 campaign

53. How snug bug in a rug feels?
55. Singular of #35 Across
57. Diver’s breathing device
61. *Election within a party
65. Conical tent
66. Miner’s bounty
68. Hindu queen
69. Do like Vesuvius
70. Additionally
71. Nashville player
72. A rolling stone gathers none  
      of this
73. Japanese currency
74. Downhill riders

DOWN
1. Designer Jacobs
2. Hodgepodge
3. Take it easy
4. Anoint
5. Bring to consignment store
6. Dried up
7. *Presidential term limit
8. Yiddish busybody
9. She is
10. Warm-hearted
11. What’s the big one?
12. Like moist grass in the                      
      morning
15. King Minos, e.g.
20. Heidi’s shoes

22. Consume
24. Prejudice
25. Pesto ingredient
26. Russian cuisine staple
27. Small intestine/large   
       intestine connection
29. RC or Pepsi
31. Went by horse
32. 100,000 BTU
33. Mr. Simpson, to Marge
34. *Important kind of state
36. “____ to My Lou”
38. Bassoon cousin
42. Asparagus unit
45. *List of candidates
49. Unidentified John
51. What coquette does
54. Polish currency
56. *This account of John   
       Podesta was hacked
57. Curriculum based on science,  
       technology, engineering,   
       math
58. Claudius’ successor
59. “Moonlight Sonata,” e.g.
60. *Dems opponents
61. Colonial times’ laborer
62. Casino chip
63. Part of ROM
64. Yearnings
67. Wade’s opponent

© StatePoint Media

sion tactics have been prevalent, voter pro-
tection efforts are particularly important.

“It should be said that certain can-
didates and office holders going back to 
Richard Nixon’s Southern Strategy have 
appealed to white racial resentment to win 
votes, often by using coded language,” 
Wallis said. “But this year we are seeing an 
unprecedented amount of open appeals to 
bigotry, xenophobia, and racism.”

Wallis recently detailed the ongoing ef-
fort to maintain White Supremacy and has 
called for a renewed effort to combat it in 
21st century.  Check out his latest column 
about voter protection.

The “Matthew 25: Witness the Vote” 
campaign is calling church leaders to show 
up in clergy collars and bring members 
from their congregations – even church 
choirs to serenade and sustain people in 
line at the polls. Participating churches will 
be using the hashtag #WitnesstheVote.  
Voter protection resource materials creat-
ed for the campaign can be found at www.
sojo.net/election.

Hashtag Watch: #WitnesstheVote
Sojourners, a movement of 46 years, en-

visions a future in which Christians put their 
faith into action in the passionate pursuit of 

social justice, peace, and environmental stew-
ardship, working in partnership with people 
of other perspectives, for the common good of 
communities, families and individuals. •

ELECTION Continued from page 5

group named Patriot Majority USA in India-
napolis, Ind. The Indiana State Police shut 
down this voter-registration program that 
was helping to register tens of thousands of 
law-abiding, eligible Black Americans in In-
diana.  

According to Craig Varoga, the presi-
dent of Patriot Majority USA, “Mike Pence 
has a well-oiled political machine that is 
using the Indiana State Police to suppress 
African American votes and violate the Con-
stitutional rights of tens of thousands of 
Hoosiers.  This is not only voter suppression 
at its worst, it is an insult to all of the hon-
est troopers in the state police, and to law-
enforcement officials across the country, 
who disapprove of wasting precious crime-
fighting resources on partisan witch hunts 
that further harm relations between police 
officers and minority communities.”

In North Carolina, even after the 4th 
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals recently over-
turned the state’s severe voter suppres-
sion law, many Republican county officials 
across the state have established policies to 

limit early voting and Sunday voting that 
will, again, target those counties in N.C., 
where Black Americans are concentrated.  

But Black leaders and organizations are 
fighting back. Reverend Dr. William Bar-
ber, President of the N.C. NAACP, affirmed, 
“We’re fighting and staying strong. Tomor-
row early voting starts in North Carolina. 
They can register and vote the same day. 
We’re leading a march on the campus of 
North Carolina Central University and go-
ing all over the state and other HBCUs.”

The ultimate antidote to Black voter sup-
pression is to ensure a massive Black voter 

turnout across the nation between now and 
Tuesday, November 8, 2016.  Let’s all work 
to stop racist voter suppression.  We vote 
for freedom, justice, equality and empower-
ment.

Follow the NNPA’s voter registration 
campaign on social media with #Black-
VotesMatter,  #BlackPressMatters,  #Black-
VotersPoll.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. is the Presi-
dent and CEO of the National Newspa-
per Publishers Association (NNPA) and 
can be reached for national advertise-
ment sales and partnership proposals at: 

FIGHT Continued from page 2
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Evidenced by the growing interest and 
support of the Sampson County Branch of 
the NAACP, the day of the group’s Freedom 
Fund Banquet has become a special occa-
sion.

Saturday, October 1, 2016, on the morn-
ing of the day of the local branch’s 16th An-
nual Freedom Fund Banquet, over a hun-
dred community members were involved 
in the “March On Sampson County For A 
Better Future For Our Youth.” This annual 
event, held on the same day of the Free-
dom Fund Banquet, was coordinated by the 
branch’s First Vice President Dwight Miller.

Starting at 9:30 a.m., the major highlight 
of this event was the 1.8 mile walk from the 
Sampson County Agri-Expo Center in Clin-
ton to the downtown courthouse and back 
to the civic center. While at the courthouse, 
the group was led in prayer by Bishop Var-
nie  Fullwood of the Mount Pleasant Baptist 

Church.
After returning to the civic center, partic-

ipants in the march were involved in a com-
munity forum where they listened to speak-
ers, were entertained by a local step team 
group and enjoyed an indoor picnic lunch.

Later that day, as the 6 o’clock p.m. hour 
neared, it appeared that all the roads were 
leading to 414 Warsaw Road, Clinton, the 
home of the Sampson County Agri-Expo 
Center and the venue for the Sampson 
County Branch of the NAACP Freedom 
Fund Banquet. There, hundreds of people 
gathered for the annual event, which has be-
come a major social gathering and awards 
show for the local community.

Acting as Master of Ceremonies, Mr. 
Marcus Bass, a Clinton native and graduate 
of NC A&T and who is currently affiliated 
with Democracy North Carolina, helped 
settle the banquet-goers into an evening of 

inspiring words, uplifting music and a de-
lectable meal. Similarly, the mood and tenor 
of the evening were further enhanced by 
Bishop Darue Bryant, who in the opening 
prayer, spoke about “coming together, put-
ting our differences aside.”

Next, the whole assembly was asked to 
stand, while Minister Leslie Simpson led 
everyone in “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” ac-
companied by pianist Mr. Anthony Worley. 
Historically, this song has been a source of 
pride for African Americans.

Among the many highlights of the eve-
ning were a special greeting by Clinton 
Mayor Lew Starling, who applauded the 
presence of the youth; the welcome by lo-
cal branch president Mrs. Lee Byam, who 
stressed the importance of building coali-
tions with local organizations; and brief 
remarks from the NC NAACP Fourth Vice 
President, Mr. Courtney Patterson, who re-
minded the attendees of the continued rel-
evance of the national NAACP as the oldest 
and largest civil rights organization in the 
country.

Following dinner and the introduction 

of the keynote speaker, The Honorable Paul 
A. Hardison, the banquet-goers had the op-
portunity to hear an encore presentation, 
which, according to the local NAACP lead-
ers, did not disappoint. As the first African 
American Chief District Court Judge of the 
Fourth Judicial District, presiding in On-
slow, Jones, Duplin and Sampson counties, 
Judge Hardison has dealt with many issues 
concerning the youth that come before his 
court.

Adhering to the theme – “Ensuring 
Justice Through Educating Our Youth,” 
Hardison emphasized, “We all can be role 
models,” steering our youth to better things. 
And he particularly stressed to the youth, 
parents and teachers, the need to “quit the 
blame, step up the game,” saying we must 
hold young people responsible for their own 
actions.

As those young people commit to apply-
ing dedication, hard work and perseverance, 
the Sampson County Branch of the NAACP 
has continued to expand its commitment 
in providing scholarship assistance to the 
county’s local youth. At the recent Freedom 
Fund Banquet, the local branch recognized 
its 2016 four scholarship recipients which 
included Aleah Parker, Jairus Salmon, Eden 
Cabrera and Maya Simmons.

Along with the recognition of the schol-
arship recipients, the awards given to indi-
viduals for their outstanding contributions 
to the community generate a great deal of 
interests and excitement, too. For 2016, the 
Community Service Award went to Repre-
sentative Larry M. Bell, Sr., who is running 
for his ninth term in the NC General Assem-
bly, representing House District 21, which 
includes parts of Duplin, Sampson and 
Wayne counties. Before his election to the 
state legislature in 2000, Dr. Bell had served 
35 years as an educational professional in 
the capacity of school teacher, principal, 
assistant superintendent and as the Samp-
son County Schools Superintendent from 
1990~1996. •

NAACP hosts Freedom Fund Banquet
Local NAACP hosts rally, forum and 
Freedom Fund Banquet

Photos by Mrs. JoAnn Howard
The Annual Freedom Fund Banquet was a very large turnout.

Rep. Larry Bell, right, was awarded the Com-
munity Service Award during the Sampson 
County Branch of the NAACP, Unit No. 5446, 
Annual Banquet, Saturday, October 1, 2016.  
Pictured with Bell is Larry Sutton, Co-Chair 
Person of the banquet committee.

Honorable Paul A. Hardison
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This 
issue’s 
answers: 
See 
page 6

Zion Hill M. Baptist Church
P.O. Box 205, Colerain, NC
(252) 356-4990
Rev. Nathaniel Thompson
2504 Bluff View Court #A
Greenville, NC  27834

West Roanoke Missionary 
Baptist Association, Inc.
P.O.st Office Box 215, 
Windsor, NC 27983

Bertie County

Mt. Olive Missionary 
Baptist Church   Reverend 
Irma Lucas
102 Mt. Olive Rd.
Lewiston, NC 27849

Victory Temple COGIC/ 
The Evidence Church Rev. 
Dr. Gary L. Cordon, Sr.
116 Country Club Rd.
Windsor, NC 27983

Eastern Carolina Geriatric 
Associates & Family Care 
Center Confirmed

105 south Commerce St.
P.O.wellsville, NC 27910

THE HIVE Confirmed
Vivian Saunders
Mitchell St
Lewiston Woodville, NC 
27849

Center for Black Business 
Enterprise Confirmed
Patricia Ferguson
105 South Commerce St.
P.O.wellsville, NC 27967

HERTFORD COUNTY
Hunter’s Funeral Home 
123 dr mlk jr drive north
Ahoskie, NC 27910

Faith, Hope and 
Deliverance Church 
AP.O.stle Keith Urquhart
Winton, NC 27986

First Baptist Church 
Rev. Robert Richardson 
230 US 158 Business
Murfreesboro, NC 27855 •

WORSHIP Continued from page 4

Last
issue’s 
answers: 

The Living 
Word

Proverbs 15:30
Good News Translation 

30:  Smiling faces make you 
happy, and good news 
makes you feel better.

By James Washington, 
The Dallas Weekly

The closest person in the world is respon-
sible for this one. It’s all about praying and 
meditating in the morning. I have watched a 
personal transformation right before my very 
eyes. I’ve watched as the quest for the habitual 
has become the reality of ritual, so much so, 
that it’s something I am trying to emulate. As 
a concept, it’s actually pretty easy to do. In 
the morning, I am not particularly in need of 
anything, but I understand now that calling 
upon the Lord is an act of spiritual clarifica-
tion. From evening prayer to dawn’s affirma-
tion of God’s power, I have definitely taken 
this time as much for granted as anyone. After 
some Morning Prayer practice, it’s becoming 
apparent that I need to thank God for seeing 
me through the night. I ask Him to order my 
steps, guide my thoughts and allow me to do 
something during the course of the day to give 
indication of a deep appreciation for allowing 
me to wake up.

If you allow yourself to concentrate on 
what God has done for you on any given day, 
then it becomes obvious that He is indeed 
here and working wonders on your behalf. 
If you do not believe, try this. At the end of 
today, take a moment and reflect on those 
things that you can think of that prove God 
was with you all day. Start with this morning, 
because you really didn’t have to wake up. If 

you hadn’t noticed, some people didn’t. If 
you drove, flew, took a cab somewhere and 
arrived safely, you might want to give God a 
little credit for your being accident free. You 
might have even passed one on your way. 
Can you remember seeing anyone in need of 
food, clothing, a few dollars, maybe a bath? 
But it wasn’t you? All “natural disasters” on 
this day missed your house. No floods? No 
tornadoes? No hurricanes? No earthquakes? 
While I’m at it, how’s your family? Are your 
kids healthy? Are they simply alive and still 
breathing today? Is someone you know un-
der intense pressure, emotionally, financially 
or physically? Did you get called about a now 
deceased dear friend, colleague or relative? 
Can you begin to see where I’m coming from? 
God’s Hand is everywhere in your life, if you 
just stop being busy and take a good look. I 
promise you if you just slow down a bit, you’ll 
see God’s presence time and again in your life; 
that is, if you can see past your ego or maybe 
it’s your never thought about it attitude.

Once you begin to realize that God is pres-
ent all the time, then, prayer easily and rapidly 
becomes praise. I mean once you recognize 
the real possibility that God held “my” hand 
today, then it stands to reason that a genuine 
thank you is in order. So now out of any sleep 
I’m awakening from comes a hand palms 
open with a praise that goes something like 
this: ‘Thank you Father God for seeing me 
through the night. Stay with me and remind 
me during the course of this day of your infi-
nite blessings bestowed upon me. Let me do 
something. Let me say something today to 
make you proud and show you my apprecia-
tion of your giving me the time and opportu-
nity to demonstrate who I am and whose I am 
to the world.’ The words might change from 
time to time, but the intent is the same. I hope 
to no longer take my consciousness for granted. 
There’s a reason my eyes were opened and I 
must acknowledge I had nothing to do with it. As 
such, I think it prudent to acknowledge the One 
responsible and look for His purpose after that. 
The next step for me then is to try and main-
tain a consistent spiritual posture. I know it’s 
not easy. The world will test you. But since 
God was gracious enough to give me the day, 

the least I can do is act like I know who the day 
belongs to. From “goodnight” in the evening 
to “hello” in the morning gives all of us a real 
opportunity to understand the simple gift of 
life. That time between sleep and awakening 
is worth praising God for. Kind of gives new 
meaning to that “joy comes in the morning” 
thing. May God bless and keep you always. 

The Dallas Weekly is a member publica-
tion of the NNPA. •

Spiritually Speaking: If You Woke Up This 
Morning, You Need to Read This


